cancer: what is the relationship between the number of core samples taken and the sensitivity for detection of malignancy? Clin Radiol 1999; 54:384 -9. 6 . Won B, Reynolds HE, Lazaridis CL, Jackson VP. Stereotactic biopsy of ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast using an 11-gauge vacuum-assisted device: persistent underestimation of disease. AJR Am J Roentgenol 1999; 173:227-9. 7 The text is multi-authored. All 17 authors are well-established experts in their respective fields. The bulk of the text, or approximately 800 of the more than 1000 total pages, is devoted to individual tests and procedures, listed in alphabetical order by laboratory discipline and presented in standardized format. All of the disciplines of anatomic and clinical pathology are included. This main section is followed by a comprehensive 20-page glossary of relevant acronyms and abbreviations, as well as a key word index. This index consists of a list of diseases, syndromes, diagnostic properties, and organ systems, each with its accompanying catalog of potentially useful diagnostic tests. Where applicable, ICD-9-CM codes are included with diagnostic entities. In addition, the body of the text is preceded by two short chapters dealing with the essentials of laboratory medicine, including sources of variability in test results, laboratory statistics, assessment of diagnostic value, specimen collection, and pointof-care testing.
Considering the comprehensive nature of the text, the treatment is remarkably even throughout. Moreover, the material is relevant, practical, up to date, and well-written. The editors avowed purpose, as indicated in their foreword, is that clinicians gain rapid access to laboratory information and that laboratory workers become acquainted with the clinical background of the tests they perform. The editors have been successful; the Handbook of Laboratory Tests is an excellent reference, and I recommend it highly to clinicians and laboratory personnel alike. Cornell University Medical College New York, New York 
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